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The Fool hath ſaid in his Heart, There is no God,Pſ.14.1, 

Fe err, r0t knowing the Se iprures, Mat. 22. 29, 

He ſhall read in the Law ai the Days of his Life, that 
be may learn to fear the 1ord his God, Deut.17. 197 


Loindows Printed for Tho. Parkhurſt at tle Bible 


—— 
- 


i 


— and Three Crowns in Cheapfide; 1698. 


— ——— Ae Is 2. At nam a... 


"S »| 


OF FEE. 


God's Bring, 


With Twenty D1ixECT10NS for | 


: 


' 


— — 


Oe I 


4 
s tor : 
"© 


. 
= 


To the moſt Honoured SOPHRONIA. -* 
. MADAM; _ "I 
$ 2; theſe ſmall Fragments, 7 inſcribe this pre 


-— E 


- per Name of Tours, For which 1 bave & 

A: great Example, and valuable Reaſons, 

My Example ts John the Divine; who bath inſcri- 
bed a ſhort Collettion of ſacred Learning 10 au Elect 
Lady. And, my Reaſons are theſe. 

Tour Ladiſhip bath been ſuch 4a Reader, that you are 
b:come a Judge of Books ,, as a grave Antient ſp:aks of 
a rare Lady in his Age, Neither is it queſtion'd, bur 
your religious Principle gives you a more than com- 
mon .Savbur of my Divine Argumerrs, And, as confr= - 
dent I am, that Sophronia's Name mil attratt Rea- * 
ders 3 and her Holy Prayers may ferch a Blethng from * 
Heaven on thetr Reading ! | 

Full well ber Ladiſhip ſeeth the ſore n2ed. Our Age 
being one very fruitful of Religions, and barren uf what 
is truly Religious. One that has been contendirg (6 
long for bare Garbs and Drefles of Religion, tha} 7t 
has very little left 4: more thas Drefles, Garbs, and 
Modes of Religion. 

It is come to that p.js,, that Fools f22r ot 20 ſooor their 
"Zolts. And, they who fay it not with their Lips, do ſay- 
in their Lives, that, That there is no Gad, Our The- 
iſts be generally Atheiſts; and do ſhew plainly, thar tbo- 
their Clamour be againſt Three Perſons, rbezir Wrath © 
and Spite is againſt One God ! [nſomuch, that Nullita> - 
rians is 4 much more proper Name for them than Unitari- 
ans. Surely,Goats,whatever Milk they give,are Brutes. 
And, Panthers, though they have wonderfully fweet | 
Scents,are very ill Creatures. Some of our Deifts are 
open-handed to the Poor z one of them eſpecially,with his 
or other folks Money. 4d, as Fauſtus Socinus before - 
kim, be is complaiſant and ſweet even 19 ſuch as deteſt 
and oppoſe bis Herejie, Joining himſelf in the Society for 
Retormation of Manners, But, ſcarcely is there one Snake - 
of them, whoſe Poiſon is nor ſeen through bis beſt painted 
Skin ! Immoral Poiſon, 7 mean ; and ſuch nw as 
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{peaks no good Will to Deity, And, it is worthy 80 
be remembred, what a grext Man, who was in darper of 
bFrg taken in their Pit, did pus ro Socinus fimſelf, and 
his Followers. * If your Dofrihe be 
* the Truth, how comes it to bg (0, 
* that it ts contended for by no .Men 
"of rs good Name for Piety,' any 
bx Praiſe for exemplary Life and Con- 
Ss MEET..." OT ang ph they 

Per» SOM: - .. who ſet forth Opint 

: your Opinions, 

The Holy Scriptures are complemented & i/trtle 4 but 
*0t reverenced at all, by the Many, The Socinian pre- 
fers bis Light of Reaſon; as the Quaker doth bis Light 


within. 1/Fich is but the. ſame Farthing-Candle, dif- 
ferently denominated, And, not a few hold Sparks ſay 
#latnly, They are but of Men, and not from Heaven. 

Surely, Sophronia, th: Arch-Biſhop of Mentz did 
Jorg ago ſpeak all their Hearts. Art the Diet of Auf | 
burg, 22 the Tear 1530, lightirg 0n @ Bible, and read- 
ivg 4 while in it, he very honeſtly profeſſed, that he 
knew not well what Book it was, but he {aw plainiy 
that it made againſt the Papal way. 

Miſerable is the manner, in which our common Pro- 
teſtants do read the Sacred Scripture. There is no doubr, 
but the Tranſgreſſion of it faith within Sophrontz's 
Heart, There is no Fear.of God before ſo irreverent 
Eyes! And, her Ladiſhip will not blame me, for . ſending 
forth theſe Antidotes in days of juch Contagion. /f 11 
be my fault that 1 ſend.forth no more, that Fault ſhall as 
ſoon be mended as it is made 10 appear, Indeed St, Au- 
ſtin a4viſeth to much Writing in 4 rime of much Cor- 

uption ; That in the plenty of Books all Men may find 


Mulla pietatis 
commendatione, 
&C, Scrupuli ab 
excellenti Viro 


_ what will beſt ſure their different Palates. But whither 


Tw:'s my Pen? 

Madam z Under the moſt ſenſible Obligation of your ve- 
ry fir gular Favours, I ain ever praying, that great may 
he your Rewar:l in Heaven. And, im all Sincerity, 1 
[411 comunue 10 te 


Bridges-freet rear Your 1 aiiſhip's moſt Humble, 
Covent-garden, aid moſt Devoted Servant, 


guiy 1. 1697. DAN. BURGESS, 
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PROOFS cf God's Being, and of - 
the Scriptures Divine Origin. - 


With DIRECTIONS for profitable 
Reading of the Scriptures, 
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CHAP. L 


The Arguments by which the Holy Ghoſt refreſheth Souls, 
with the revived Senſe of God's Being, are principal» 
ly theſe, 

Arg. 1. Y Conſcience is as a thouſand Wimeſ- 
ſes ro me, that there 1s a God. For, | 
within me I have it fitting as an 

| T-:feriour Judge, and ft afting 
in the Name of a Syperior. Even a ſupream one, 'and 
infinitely above all Mortal cnes. When I do what is 

Evwl, tho ever fo ſecretly, and both without Mens 
Knowledge, and beyond their Power to Revenge 3 
this inward Judge puts me to Shame, and fills me 
with Fear. Telling me, there 3s an All-ſeeing Eye 
that obſerves me, and as juſt a Hand that will puniſh 
me, ' ſooner 'or later. And, when 1 do what 1s good, 
tho it Thunders, I am ſecyre. Tho wild Men icoff, 

threaten, and even perſecute me for it, yet I am ea» 

fie. This inward Jndge telling me, there is one a- 
bove all, who will ſee that nothing ſhall barw me while 
I follow that-mwhich is Good, . | 
- Whence, T wonder, roſe this ſubordinate Judge, if 

there be no ſupream One ? | 
A. 2. The Univerſal Conſent of all Nations winzeſſeth 

to me, that ther? is a G@ As Conſcience within me, 
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| fo all the World bcfore me, and round about me, 
; does witneſs it. The Inhabitants of fume Countries 
do wear no Clorhes, and dwell in no #oruſes; but they 
ao own ſome God, all of them. And alas, when, or 
where met they all, to conſpire in this Creed ? Or, 
what was it that moved them all to agree in it ? In 
ſhort; 

if there be no God above the Heavens, what has 
kept alive the Notion of one, through all Ages ? 

A. 2. The Confeſſion of kis worſt Enemies wimeſſerb 
Tm me, that there 15 2 God. For, could ever any Arthe- 
it free himſclr from the Fear of a God? And, haye 
not Cairs, Balazms, Tudaſſ:s, Nero's, Fulians, and the 
Iize, been made to /ee, feel, and confeſs God to be? 
Ir 1s true, Aft obterves, that uſually the YVugar 
Peopiz were moſt decpily imprefied with the Senie of 
a God ; and that Zearred Men made fo ill uſe of their 
Art and Sabtilty, as to diſpute themſelves into Un- 
certainty. But, it's ſure, their wicked 1135 could ne- 
ver find a way to extinguiſh their rormenng Fears of 
en invitble God and Judge. And, 

It there be no God, how. came all Men to be thus 
af;aicl of one ? And, his Enemies to confeſs him ? 

A. 4. The Beginning of this material World wimeſſes 
to me, there is a God, For, Teftimor:y 1 have, that it 
was not from Etervity. Ariſtorle ſays, the Philoſo- 
phers before his time were of Opinion, that it had 
a Beginning, And, better Witneſſes are not to tcek. 
Reaſon allo I have, which convinces me, that the 
World was not irom Eternity z but was, at a certain 
time, as the Chaldeans, the Greeks, an:l {aim Poets, 
and Philoſophers, held it to be. For, could it make 
ic ſelf ? That is as impoſſible, as for a Houle to build 
it {elf And, if it be ſuppoſed to have been from 

:ternity, why hear we of nothing that is ſix thouſand 
Tears Old ? How comes it about, that it is not yet in- 
habited, all of it? Yea, and over-ſtockd too. But, 
if it was ever made, there muſt needs he a Maker 
that is, a Gcd, 

If there be 20 God, how came there to be a World ? 
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If ng Builder, how came there to be ſo large a Cixy ? 

A. 5. The excellent Conerivance of all things in this 
World, wimeſſeth to me that there 1s 4 God, For, there 
is not one Blot in the whole Volume of this Work. In” 
the 4/eavens, on the Earth, in the Sea, we have no- 
thing but Wonders of Wiſdom. The Returns of 
Night and, Day, of Winter and Summer z the Produ-' 
on of Minerals z the Growth of Plants 3 the Gene- 
ration of Animals, And, the admirable Inftin® by 
which they are all inclined and enabled to preſerve 
themſelves and their Young. The apt Diſpoſition of 
the ſeveral Parts in al! Bodies, for their proper Uſes. 
How aftoniſhing are theſe, all * Ani, unto what 
Cauſe can they be aſcribed ? 

If there be no i-finirely wiſe God, from whence 
role all this ST ? From whence is this ſo Gods 
like Work ? Regular Work, and wurthy of a. God, 
whoſe Way is perfett ? 

A. 6. The Human Namvre eſpecially witreſſeth 10 me, 
that there is a God, For, ſuch a Son could never have 
been without ſuch a Farther. What a Body is Man's ? 
Galen, a Man little inclined to-Religion, Was driven 
to acknowledge a Deity by his Contideration of this 
Body. Of Parts, ſo numerous, various, beautiful, and: 
durable, And, almott all the internal ones unknown 
to tlie Fathers of our Fleſh. And, as for the Soul, 
what is like it ? What a Mind, what a Memory, what 
a Conſciznce, &c. has it ? Ina word; what a Pranci- 
ple hath it, inclining it to ſcek wel-veivg ? What ano- 
ther 1 acuity, t0 juige of the Nature of noli'ge, fit to 
ſerve him, or to difſerve him ? And, another, 29 chuſe. 
ard projecure things accordingly ? How like is the Hu- 
mane Spirit to the Father of Spirits? And, what is to 
be thought of the inexplicable Union berwixt our Soul 
ard Body ? Our thinking Spirit, and our ſhining Clay. - 

If there he no Gol, how came there to be ſuch a 
thing as Man ? 

A. 7. The Coninuance and the Quietneſs of the things 
of this World, witneſſeth ro me that there is a Gods. 
For, what 15 1t that holds the Zeavers above us, the. 

A 4 Earth 
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Earth under us, the Life in 1s:? Why are not all rhe 
I amps of Heaven burnt out ? Why is not the Earth, 
that hangs upon nothing, long ago fallen down ? 
How is it that not one Sp-cies of Creature is yet loſt ? 
That of the vaſt Army of them, none do ſo mutiny as 
to deftroy them that are moſt contrary to them ? 
That the Fire doth not make the Azr too thin for our 
Uſe; boil and conſume the I/ater; ſcorch, an1 make 
a Brick of the Earth? That the Water doth not drown 
the Earth and all things on it 2 That the Earth doth 
not drink up the Water ? 

It there be not a God, and Tord of Hoſts, how 
ftands the Worli, and the Hoſt of jarring Creatures 
keep their Ranks and Orders, lo {weetly as we ſee ? 

A. 8. The Works of Providence concerning Mankind 
as wimejs to me, there is a God, Both the common 
@ves, which accompany vertuous Attions, and vicious 
cnes, with Rewards and Puniſhments. Theſe make 
if plain, that there 7s a God that judgeth in the Earth, 
Yet highly reafonable it ſeems to me, that a Supream 
Ruler and abſolute Soveraign ſhould ſometimes try 
his Servants by Hardſhipsz and with long ſuffering, 
endure his Enemies to inſult for a while. Infomuch, 
that the very Proſperity of Sinners, and Adverfity of 
£004 Men, is ally an Argument to me, that there is 
a God who governs alk things, Again, the extra- 
ordinary Diſpenſations of Providence ; in delivering 
of Fojephs out of Priſons, an4 Daniels out of Lions 
Dens, and yorrg Saizrs out of fiery Furnaces, And, 
in raining Fire from Heaven upon Sodomitzs, ſtriking 
dead an 4122145 and Saphira, (miting a ſwelling He- 
rod with an Angc!, and the like z theſe do proclaim 
alou1, that there is one in the Heavens nko neither 
ſlumbers or fleeps. 

It there be no God, how is it that ordinarily zr 
£0es well with the Righteous, Anti they wha ſay there 
is vo Ged, bave their Sorrows multiplied ? How 1s it, 
that Wonders are wrought for Saints, and againſt 
SIARers ” | 

A. o Aatractes de witmeſs unto me, that there 1s « 
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God, For, can theſe: be wrought, without: a  Powef 
ſuperiour to any that Mortals can pretend unto ? >} 
If there be no Almighty God, how were ever the 
Deal raiſed ? The Winds and Seas checked? T 
Sw made to- ſtand ſtill, and to go back ? | 
A. 10. Prophecies Fulfilmens witneſſeth to: me, that 
there is a God, For, who but an Omn7jcient God can 
potibly foreknow ſuch furure rHirgs, as in their Cir- 
cumftaznces are moſt contingent ? But of ſuch there 
have been many plain Predictions, at very many 
Years diſtance; as the Heathen Hiſtory, as well-as 
Chriſtian, doth atteft, Thus Cicero of vil dud ar- 
gue; there being ſuch a thing as PRIPHECT, there 
muſt needs be a Deity ! * WL | 
If there be no God, how came ſo many fature 
things to be: foretold ? | = 
A. 11, Particularly, the State of the Fewiſh Nation 
witneſſeth to me that there is a God. If not, by what 
means hath it been with that People for ſixteen hun» 
dre.l Years, as it was foretold ? And, ſo as it never 
was with any People ſince the beginning of Time. - 
Out of their Land they have been driven particu- 
lar Place of avole, as a Nation, they have had none- 
Scattered over all the habitable World, they have 
becn : And, ſcorned and hated in every place. Not 
mixed with other Nations, ſo as to be Joſt among 
them ; but till kept up as a diftinft People z kept 
as a fanding. Memorial to the World, of the Dt- 
vine Wrath for their Rejettion of the Satvazion of 
God, and Conſolation of 1rael. 
It there be no, God, whoſe 1rath-is it that 1s come- 
upon'the Fews 10 the urrermoſt ? '. ' © * | 
A. 12. The being of ſuch. a Book' in the 4Wor]d as that 
of the Scripture of 01d and New Teſtament, 'r-imeſfer> 
to me that there 1s a God. For, if there be no- God, 
who made that Book z which is as much-more won-' 
derful than Mens Books, as the Works ofthe Cteati-/* 
on are more wonderful than Mexs Works 2 F can as' 
ſoon believe that a poor Carpenter. raiſed the! Roof 'of: 
the Heavens, as that any Mortal ever endited the Hs- 
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ty Seriptures.' The Neſgn of them is too glorious, 
the Dotrine too tublime, the gow ny cd wiſe and 
too impartial, the Threats too awful, the Promiſes 
too rick, for Creature to invent. 


{f there he no God, what Original hath that God- 
like Word * 
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CHAP; IL 


The Arguments by which the Holy Spirit doth confirm his 
Servants Minds in the Perſmafion that the Scripture of 
Old and New Tefiament ts the Word of God, are prin« 
erpaliy, rheſe 3 


ArF, 1. Fs Antiquity commerids it to me for God's 

Book. Novelty might occaſton Jealoulie. 
But reaſonable it ſeems, that, pleaiing- to have a 
Book in the World, God ſhould order his own Bcok 
to have the Honour of being the firft. 

And, this +is Book was ſurely, the Firſt in the 
World; as the Jews, kis: People of Old, were the 
hrft Nation. . 4/omer's Writings, 'Chronalogers make 
x hundred Years, aiter Moſes 3 and Orpheus his Wri- 
tings, five hundred. | 

A. 2. Its P:ameys Santtity doth commend 1t t0 me 
for God's Book. For, of unqueſtiorable Folineſs they 
were, all of them. Humbly they confeſs their own 
Fauits z and impartially tell-the Faults of their dear- 
eft Friends. Powerfully they preach all mamrer of 
Holy Converſation. | Teaching, that vf.every idle Word 
there muſt be given an account one Day. And, as'they 
preached, they lived. - Aftratter Gare that the World's, 
they ertred 5 and 4 narrower Way they, walked \ in,” Of 
many things: lawful they denied themſelves. © And. of 
the common Enjoyments of ' Mankind, many, were des 
prived, Bonds and 'Attuctions abiding them, for 
their: Dottrine, Dottrine, which 'expoled them to 
nothing in the World, bur: Pains Attive and Pathve. 

What then, betide the Spirit: of God atting them, 
Could 


- Digune \Origitake:" ir 
could ,paſhbly make .thgne/fo . to: write 2) What but = 
the Ho Spirit kindleg Sem 2;Fire:which they = 
could not ſuppreſs ? Expreft in that Saying evan + 
not but ſpeak «be things which we; bave. ſeen.a1d4 beard !  * 

A. 3- The vaſt- Diſtance of theſe Holy and Harmonts | 
ous Writers of the. Scripgure, doth commend \it\to\#e for. 
God's Book, The Diſtance of them from ene :20G) 
ther, as 10 Place, an& as,to Time, For they:;were. bf 
diſtant Countries, many of them, And lived at -ves. 
ry diſtant Ages. From the firſt Writing of Moſes t6 
the laſt of St- Fobn, were about two thouland' Years, 
Though all their Writings ſeem 19 be. draws but by the 
different Pens of one and the. ſame Wriger, +, — 4 

Inſomuch, that it's. utterly impoſſible! that they - 
ſhould .have-ever conſpired: tegether to deceive the 
World. . Or ſhould have wrote {b hafmeniohily, butt 
that they were ated. all by. the ſame'Spirit of: hare 
monious Truth and Goodneſs. + (94 con 0 

A. 4. The Miracles wherewith it has been confirmed; 
do further commend it 40 me for God's-Book." Moſes 
wrought about ſeventy fix. The - Prophets. /in "the! 
time of the firſt Temple, wrought about an hun- 
dred and fifty. Our Sqviow wrought; innumtrables. 
And, the Apoſiies abundance. And ſuch; that: thel 
moſt ſpiteful Enemies could. never dete(t any \the' 
leaft Impoſture in them, but were forced to .confels 
the Evidence. TI 
- What then ? Can any þut God's Almighty Power 
work Miracles ? Or, would that-work them ta:coR -: 
firm, Cheats ? If not, the Holy -Scripture ntaft {be 
God's own Bovuk. Wo 2 th. 45: L101 557107 } 
"1A. 5+» The Accompliſhmem of its Prophecies dayþ come: 
mend jt to.me for God's Book.”  Eronv its [fipſt/ publita-. 
ing, ,it .hath ever been , 4 Prog7ofticetion of things 19 
come, And, as the Events have ſhown, au' inallible» » 
one., Yea, and an univerſ2lone. For, nothing good 
or bad befe}, put,that which, was foretold. Fhe #1-1 
flory of uþe Fews one yay take qutiof-the Frediffions.- 
of Moſes. |; And the:-lafe pf Criſt one may gather out' 
of the }7134:gs of tbe_Prophess. But I may notenlarge- 
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// Unqueſtionably; that Book is God's, wherein '#- 
xumer able things are foretold, and all come to "paſe, nor 
ove failing. p75 LL fu, 

A. 6. The ftrange Propagarion of it commends it to 
me for Gei's'.0wn Book. Never in this World was 
afiy Book ſd diffuſed; ſo exrenfreely, fo ſpeedily, 
ſo argumenatively ; ' without 'Decoys or Dragoons. 
Through Europe,' Afi, much of Africa; antl now in 
America, it is made much of. Within thirty Years 
time, it ſpread far and near throughout, and be- 
yond the Roman Empire. It hath nothing to allure 
Men to it, or afright them to it. Nothing of world- 
ly Conbderation. to do either. Men were not told, 
that they ſhould have Safery, Wealth, or Honour, if 
they embraced the Scripture. No, but they 'were 
told, .and theyfaw the contrary. Neither were they 
wheedled in with enticihg Floquerce,” No, there was 
nothing to commend it but Denrorſtration of the Spt- 
Tit and Power, Wherefore, I ask; 

' Whoſe Book; bit God's, muft it be," that diſpoſ- 
ſefſeth Satang and "makes Families and Nations to 
renounce Rehisions. received by a long Tradition 2? 
And, that 'ih the face of Danger and very Death, 
For no Reaſon in the -World, but- r9 flee from the 
Wrath, and to obrzin the Love of God. | 

A. 7. tts. Effeds "upon the Souls of ſuch as receive 
it, do commend it to me for God's Book, Wondrous 
Efftetts 1 have read, and beard of ; wondrous ones 
(xt may be 1 have felr, but ) certainly upon- the 
Sou23-Of others I'have ſeer. No Book did- ever fo 
convitzce Men of their Sins, and of their evil-State 5 
none 'did ever fo prick them through the - Heart. 
N9 Book did ever fo turn Mens Minds and Hearts, 
Thoughts andi@ares, to the pleaſing of God 3 None 
did:cver ſo depreſs Mens Eſteem, fo chill. ther Z-al, 
{oc moderate aud regulate their A#:viry for things 
temporal. -Ne Book did ever -fo' - reſolve Mens 
Doubts, fo vanquith their Fears, ſo raiſe their Hopes, 
ſv beighten their Comforss, io animate their- Hearts 
with Courage, auicl make j0 full of Life tn very Death it 


/ _ Ard how could this Bouk have done it, if it had 
not, been -God's own and : had- not-been'! Followed 
with his co-operating Almighty Spirit ? © 15 47 

A. 8. The leryrdems fuſſered For it do comment it 
to me for God's Book. For, what but 4. Divine Powet 
«1d Impulſe on: ;Mens | Souls, ſhould make- thouſands 
give-up themſelves: to Death, 'for -afferting of 'any' 
Book's Divine' Truth ? Had ever ny Bdok on Earvh'obe 
thouſandth part of: the Scriptures Maunyyrs ?: Nog nor be 
ten rhbouſant#1þ part. There were not ſo many - Paſchel 
Lambs (ain in -all the Old-Teſtament«Uays, as Ne 
were Martyrs flgin for maintaining the Truth of . Be - 
Scriptupes, 1n the very. ten firft; Perſecutions- + It's 
crediþly- zeported; ;that under: Charles the” ggh* of 
Fraxnces-and Philip the 2d x bn 9” Hero more than 
five Tears, 10 -bundred: thouſand ,werer martyred fot 
the Scriptures: ; ont cr It 9909 TTD 

Without all peradventure it muſt'be God's 
for the-Honour whereof he enables ſo many 
learned as, well as unlearned, of noble as well as of 'low 
degree, even; cheerfully to die. Perſons: that had 
Fleſh and BJoed, as: well as others loved Life, cared 
for their Families, valued their: Friends'as traly' as 
any others '1 tt ould ar toner ung 

A. 9. The Fudgments executed by God uport the 'Re» 
vilers of it, do commend it 10: me for: Gods Book, For, 
if it be not God's own Book, it is a. bedp of Lies; 
And if it be ſo, why ſhould the - God. of Truth and 
Mercy curſe and blaſt the Oppoſers of it ? For,:this 
he-hati moſt Ngnally done, in-all Ages. © Wiaknaws 
not what he'did to ther Fems. for - oj githerGob 
ſpel 2 In ſucceeding times, how very :tew-Perlecutors 
died natural Deaths? Of particular, Men, curſed:for 
their Abuſe of the Scripture, Hiſtory -givesvall Num- 
bers. Appron ſcothing at the Old "Lgftament;, was _ 
ftruck with an extraordinary, Ulcet tat; "killed. him. 
Lucian barking -like a. Dog: at! the :New*Teſtament; 
his Dogs. tell mad and tore: him. to pieces; - Fwigs 
the notorious Scoffer, dicd'confeſhng! that Chriſt was * 
too many fur bim. 4:19 4%. "15v 
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+..;The Loxd is.kmown tobe the Author of this Book, 
by the Judgments which he executes npon the 1:ne- 
mies of it. "34% | 

.* A 20 The Bleſſing which ir carries with it, whither- 


ſoever $2 goes,: do commend 4. t9. me for God's Book. 


Manifeſt it (is;; andcundeniable, that' no good | thing, 
for Body or for!Mint!, . withheld from ' them' who en+ 
rartarn.rbe ZZoliSeriprure, . That, as the Sun brings 
Light'and Heat: with itz this Scripture brings Tempo- 
ral and Sparetual Good with it. lInſomuch,” that the 
Nations which*have iv, do excel thoſe which” have 
ie not, 2s .illuftriouſly as Day excellerh Night, - What 
ave Hearbens, and what are Mabometars, but wretch- 


© Slaves-to their Lufts; :and' to'their Rulers :- which 


are! ſo-many/Butcherg,rather than Paſtors, - Yea, what 
Lives leait Fews and: Papifts, 'that' thruſt away the 
Scripture from them, for the moft part; and all of 
it, in effet ?-Whar People 'under- Hehven do know 
ſo: much, ear the Fat, and drink the Sweer, 'wetr yhe 
Wool, the Flax and the Silk, and dwell at exſe, fo much 
as. Protefiayres & © Qr, thoſe who ' have the 'Scripture 
tead of all Men, and preached unto! all. The In- 
habjtants of-Zandon and Weſtminſter lived like Brute 
Creatures, when Paut's Church was Diana's Temple, 
and Weſtminſtter- Abbey was" Apolio's. ' But in ſhort ; 

. ff this be not -God's Book, why ſhould - he ſo viſt- 
bly and highly honour it 2? Why ſhould he make 
that in rece1ving it there ſhould be ſo very great Re- 
ward > _- 

: Ae 18 The Hatred and' Oppoſition of Devil and World 
agdinſt it, do'cqmmend it '20 -me' for ' God's Book, It is 
epainſt-Goi and the things\of God, that the carnal Mind 
is Enniny. , And, if this Book be not God's, whence 
riſeth. the extream Hoſtility of all carnal Minds againſt 
it? If it were of the World, -and of the Confederate 
Devil; they would love their 'own. But, nothing 
have theyl ever hated ſo- much, Againſt this Book, . 
their Philoſophers have moſt diſputed ; their Polintct- 


* &rs moſt xcomplotted ; their- Crators- have vomited 


forth whole Ditionaries of Words their'Tyranrs or- 
dered 


- 


ered -Prifons,: Gibbets,./ torturing Engines,” 
Fires.  An41 "tis not tor be forgor ;-wbile | rbe "_ 4 
bad all the Word of God, all. the World's | Arrows” were” * 
that. at the Fews. © But when. they caſt off God's; Word, 
then all the moſt envenomed Arror's were turned off frogs 
the Fews, and direted againſt wh: Chriſtians) 3, tt 
Surely, It . is becauſe” this Books from-:Heaved 
and not of. Men; that the World hatetlig 1»: {ad 
A. 12, Its marvellous Preſervarior through all Ages, 
does commend it t0 me for God's Book. Manly a\tims, 
yea all times, hath" it been atfifted, from its . 
Youth, by the malignant World; But, {of all. 
Herods that have ſought its Life; every. one» hath 
been diſappointed. It is much moke antient thai 
the Heathen.Gods ; and fiill« holds up itS'Head, wind 
gre the Malice of Men and Devilss* It\ -hath'\been 
caſt into. maniy/ a* ifrery Furnacey land yetz'{ds-to! its 
Divine Dotftrines,! wor 4" Hur of :2htt fs. (fargedet In 
Foſhud's time therewas but one-Copy of the Law." In 
Diocleſian's Days there were few Bibles ſcaped- the 
Fire. Yet, behold :ftill.. this >Book abroad, and is 
entire. :What'theni? Would /God : preſerve, and fo 
preſerve it, if it-were not his own Buokf Qn-' the 
contrary ;-muſt the: not: for, bis own: Ale © ſabe, vand 
for: _ ſake, have publickly witnefled 
it, and deſtroyed it 2» Muſt: he ' not bxve made haſte 
ſo to do, - if it were. not-his'Book-? K 
Certainly, God is the Author.z becauſe even mira» 
culauſly. he is the Saviour of this Boo Ns 
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CHAP. IM. 


Y7menty Direftions for Reading the Holy Scriptures With 
I+X Spiritual Profit, 


Dire&t. 1. THUT off your. Shoes; when1-yor come ta 
| ; God's Oracles; The. Holy Bible ts no 
Common Book z nor 1s it to be read, withia common _ 
frame of Heart. But, with the moſt profoundly re+ 

VEIrelit 


hs 


/ aps 
Os OI oommmBþnm mmm EEE unde” 
» , 4 - A. — ee Rn OS 


lt a4 a ld. an 


berentone.'::TIt is God's Month unto us- And, what 
Moſes and 'Foſhuz, were: commanded to .do when - they 
approached God's Preſence, and were to hear his 
Voice ; the ſame it behoves us to do, Exod, 3. 5. 
oſh. 5+ 15. | ; 

Foſh 5: off Sboes fignifieth Awe, Humiliation, and 
Readuteistoall Obedience. Wherefore, in our .Rea- 
ding take 'we:, the Apoſtle's DireQion,. Heb. 1 2. 28. 
Leg\us have, Grace, mbereby we may ſerve God. accepta- 
big mith Reverence and godly Fear, Y. 

[D. 2. Bow your Knees, before you open your Bi- 
bles.' Pray, for Eye-ſalve, before you read. With- 
out. which,/ the, yery Eagles will be ſhort-fighted, 
Vaſtcit Undzrftandings will be Reprobate Minds. 
Pfalm 119118. Open thou! mine Eyes, that I'may behold 
wontroic.things ouriof thy Law 1% 1 4 
-* The:Ward, without: its Inſpurer's Illumination, is 
nÞ more:thaa a Dal' without. Sundhine. : | Prady- then, 
as Moſes,: Exod.. 33.18. 7 beſeech thee ſhew me thy Gto- 


2D; Re. Yemin?g, before you Drink, Be wiſe as Ser- 
pents Natural z. of whom Hiſtorians ſay, that . it's a 
ccnſtarid pradtice to caft 'farth their Poiſon, before 
fake a«x Draught i out of any»Streams; ' Carnal 
Afjetizors:iare: your:'Venoms';. Kenouncing \ of them ' is 
yemitting them forth: Omtttrg of this) Vomit, is 
ſpoiling of your Draught of the Waters of Life. 
For, as Rom. 8. 7. The: carnal Mind. is Enmity a- 
gainſt God, and, is nqt ſubje# ro the I aw, nor. can it be, 
And it's caſte to think, what Paraphraſe will be made 
by Malevatence 5 what Comment, by Enmity. Very 
wiſely the Apoſtle directs! us, F4mes 1. 21. 10 lay a- 
part all our Filthineſs, and ſuperfluity of Naughtineſs, 
and ſo receive God's Word to ſave our Souls. 

D. 4. Say, it is Manna, when you ſee a Bible. Thus 
ſaid the [jraelit-s, when they ſaw the Bread given 
them from Heaven : Exod. 16. 15. It 15 Manna, te. 
What is this ? or, This # 4 Portion 4 Profitably wou'd 


- you:-uſe it? Then: think always: of its wonderful 


ucfulnels. - Seed it is, to beget us to God, Fames 
"GH 1. 13, 


tne Holy Scriptnres. 179 3 
t.1S., Milk it is, to nouriſh us, 1:Pet. 2. 2. Meat 
it is, to ſtrengthen us, 1 Cor. 3. 2. Wine it 1s, to 
comfort us, Kom. 15. 4 Light it is, to dire us, 
Pſalm 119. 105. A Sword it is, to defend us, Epbeſ. 
6, 17. More than Gold it is, to enrich us; Pſalm 
119. 72. A Companion it is, in Solitude to talk with 
us, Prov. 6. 22. The Power of God it is, to ſave us, 
Ron. 1. 16. 

O Children of Abraham, keep in mind the Words 
of your Father Abraham ; It Men hear 10s Moſes and 
the Prophers, neither would they be perſwaded, though 
one roſe from the dead. : 

D. 5. Reſolve to take all that your Phyſician preſcribes, 
( It is the Man who is reſolved to do God's Will, 
that hath the Promiſe of being made to know it, 
Fohn 7. 17.) To read without this Reſolution, is tor 
mock our Souls Phyician, Wherefore, as oft as you 
read, iay as Exod. 19. $. All that the Lord bath ſpoken 
we will do. Concerning which, it is ſaid by God - |} 
himſelf, - Deut. 5, 28, They bave well ſpoken. Holy 
Purpoſe, is Salt that muſt not be lacking in any Sas 
critkce, The Holy Apolitle ſhews what a reckoning 
he matle of it, by the Particulars wherewith he 
joins it, 2 73. 3. 10. Thou haſt fully known my Do« 
d&rine, manner of Life, P URTOSE, Faith, Lorg-ſuffer- 
ing, Charity, Patience, 

D. 6. Know that you are ſick when you have loſt your + 
Stomach, Your Stomach, and Appetite to God's 
Word, Only dead People, and very fick ones, are 
without Hunger, and craving for Focd. Happy 
they, who daily feel Hunger and Thirſt after the 
Bread 2nd Water 67 Lite. And who, then when 
they feel tiiem not, do fecl the hitter want of them. 
Our Saviour bong Judge; They who fay- they have 
need Of nothir'g, are Wretched, Miſerable, Poor, Blind, 
and Naked; Rev. 23.17. And Tjalm 107. 9. God 
:atisfieth the lovging Soul, he filleth the bungry Soul 
with Goudnets, 

D. 7. Blane jour Palate, when you reliſh not your 
Lread. The Diite:nper of your SPILIE is Very bitter, 
| When 


% 


= "*_ . 4 
% .F—* 
. 


18 DireQions for Reaamp 


when the Word of God is not very ſweet. Yea, and 
the fweeter unto. your Taſtes for being bitter unto 
your Lafts. Hypocrites with that God would alter 
his Scripturesz //raelites indeed do wiſh that God 
w.uld alter their Hearts. They know Hony 13 
{weet, and his Word is Honey ; and their Hearts 
have a heliliſh P:ica, when they reliſh not his hea- 
venly Maya, When they are themſelves, their 
Note is this; P/:lf- 119, 193. How ſweet are thy 
Words to my Taſt?? And (as Fob ſpake of a Bible 
hugely inferiour unto ours ) <<. 23. 12. 1 have efteem- 
ed th: iterds of bis Mouth more than my neceſſary Food, 

D. $. Grve the Lion of the Tribe of Fudah his E0- 
2our, This Lion is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, His 
Honour that I ſpeak of, is the Propketical Othce, 
The Office of looſening the Seals, and opening the 
Book of God, as ew 5. 4, 5. To give Chrilt this 
Honour, 1s to apply unto him, and on hun to dg 
pend, for opcaing both the Scriptures to our Under- 
franlings, and our Underftandings that they may 
receive the Scriptures, What ? Is it for nothing, 
that he is named the 1zekr of the World? John $8. 
12. And that we read, Luke 24. 45. Ze, {ZE opened 
ther Urderftodings that they might underſiand the 
Trriptures, And 1 foi? 5, 20, The Son of God 1s 
come, ard bath giv us an Underſiandirg, that we 
may know kim tht is 147. 

D. 9. Depoſe mr Chris Vicar upon Earth. Un- 
derſran® me not of an old Man at Rome, It is the 
H«ty Ghoſt, who is fent from Heaven to be Chriſt's 
Vicar on this Laith, as Termil:ia» well filed hit, 
To do Cirilt's Will and Work here, as < rift did 
all his Fathers Work, ant ail the- Work he gave 
him to do. Particoiaily, to teacn his Church, to 
lead them 1wto all Truth, to ſanttifie, and to com- 
fort item. Bnt this glorious Vicar of Chriſt is Gde- 
puitd by as many as c:pctt to have Chrift teaci: 
them to pront without his Co-operation and, £0 
read, ( and do other Duties } expueting . Saving-Be- 
neft without the Hcolpmg-tHand of this Orhicer, 
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Their Judgment, theſe do receive. And, if any Sin- 
ners be fo, they are utterly without excuſe, Inaf- 
much as_they are ſo plainly, and fo often told, that 
this bleffed* Spirit is he without whom Chriſt will 
not teach any Man, or comfort any One, 1 Cor. 
2. 3. No Man can ſay that Jeſus js the Lord bus by 
the Zoly Ghoſt. Rom. 8.9. If avyy Man have not the 
Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of bjs, And ver. 14. As 
maily as are led by the Spirit, th:y are the Sons of God. 
D. 10. Count jour ſelves living Men or dead, ac« 
cordirg as you read, For, other way to be ſaved 
there is none, but by B-»efit of this Book, Rom. 1. 
17. Wherefore as oft as the Bouk 13 in your Hand, 
let this Thought be in your Heart: If I do not wr- 
derftad it and obey ir, I ſhall ſurely be judged by 
it, an condemned by it. So the Goſpel, 2 Cor. 4-3. 
If our Goſpel be kid, it is ki! ro them that are leſt. 
On which Text 12 7rince of Interpreters ſpeaks to 
this Efﬀett : The Apoſile dares to call them Reprobates, 
who dare to undervajue tne Goſpel; and rejett it. 
D. 11. Make uſe of kis Mey, it you would know 
the Mind Of the Maſter. Our Common Maſter is 
God. Minifters are Men of Go. Men, by God 
furniibed and enclined to tcach the zoud Knowledge 
of hin. Anq © ſent, and en.pioyed by God thus 
to do, that it may nct Þe expecte:! that God ſhould 
teach without theſe Utter-Teacherss Or, work 
without thele Co-workers of his Appointing, 
Wherefore, wo is theirs, ( as many as they be) 
who read the Word, but wake no utc of Miniſters . 
Mouths, or Bocks to kelp them underi{tand what: is 
too hard for them. Never put down A. Leaf, and 
go ſhuw the dificuit Text, with detire of Explicati« 
on, AMal, 2. 7. The Pricft's Lips jrould preſerve Know + 
ledge, and the People fhauld feck the Law as bn 
Mouth, | Marvellous Madneſs this is, and no leſs is 
our Rich Peoples Neglect to buy, and read our exs 
cellent Arrorations on. the Holy Bible, .]J Which 
maketh wiſe Men to take up the- Royal Preacher's 
Exclamatzon, Proc, 17. 16. Wherefore # there a 
bg : 
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20 DireGions for Reading 
Price 111 the Hand of 4 Fool rw get Wiſdom, ſeeing be 
barb 70 Heart toi? 

D. 12. Do what Eliphaz bid Job; in your reading 
of the Word : That is, Know it for your ſelves, Fob 5. 
27. We render it, Know it for thy Good, But, the 
Hebrew is, Know 7r for thy (elf. However, no 
wrong is done to the Text for only that which 
you know for your ſelf, and do apply, can do you 
good. The Word of Life will be a Word of no 
Litc unto you ; no, but a Word of Death, of Death 
unto Death ; unlels you take it to your ſelves as you 
Teal it. q. d. This Reproof # of my Sin. This Pre- 
cept calls for my Duty, &c. Stppole your own 
Names written at the beginning of every Chapter, 
it you read for your own Soul's welfare. Elſe, it 
is odds, but the Knowledge you ger will. be as bad- 
or worſe than cone, One, ti;at nrſt puffs up ta 
Pride, and nextly purfs down to Hell, Wherefore, 
ig your Reading urge your Souls with that Queſti- 
on, Rom. 2. 21. Teache$ thou not thy jelf ? And, with 
that Caution, 1 Cor. 9. 27, Leſt that I my ſelf ſnould 
be « Caſtaway. 

D. 313. Fudge of Scriptures, as Thyſicians do 6f 
Fterbs, The Compariſon is*not odious ;- moſt ſug 
it is, all Parts of Scripture are nat alike important 

' ard momentuns. There be the more weighty thirgs 
of the Law ; great Commands, and leſſer, Neither 
are all Parts o: alize Elegance of Speech, and Beauty 
of TLarpucpe, Ifateb's Siile, and that of Amos, as 

giuch differ. A witfe Reader, therefore, makes a 

ditterence 3 and reads moi thoſe Parts which are of 
moſt u unto him. And, as the Phyſician judges 
of Hetis by their medicinal Vermes, rot by fair_Co- 

Murs and ſweet Odors . preferring tuch as heal above 

thoſe that dra and pleaſe the Eye.: So the true 

Chriſtian makes his Judgment and {ſpecial Choice, 

concern ng the Spirizual Reign of Chriſt, more than 
lis Terporl, And, the Duttrine of Repentance from 

&. ad 13 orks, Feick in our Lord Feſus Chrifl, and Obedi- 

ezce to the Colpel, much more than tte Genealogeys 
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the Holy Scriptures. Th þ 
of the Parriarchs, &c, To'any that ſhall be ſv er-. 
verſe, as to negle& this Rule, I have little to 
more than the Apoſtle's Words in 1 Cor, 14. 38; 
ary Man be ignorant, les him be ignorant, 3, OF 1720 

D. 14. Read not God's Books ſo as Conſcience re» 
quires us $0 read ſome Mens Books : That 1s, by leaps, 
and with ſkipping over many Parts, to*the few 
good ones worth our time. No, but in-your Ccon- _ 
ftant courſe of Reading, read All the #oly Scripure, 
and in Order, All of. it; for there is nothing but 
what has been. or is now, or will one day or other 
be of uſe tov you. And, in Order 3 which is ſuch a 
Servant and Friend to Memory, that one wou'd 
think it ſhould eatily command Prattice, It is a 
very extenſive Precept that is given us, 1 Cor, 14. 
40. Let all things be dowe'— in order, Inſomnch that 
my Prayer is, Lord bave Mercy 0n us, and incline - our 
Hearts to keep this Law, 

D. 15. So read, as wiſ? Men do-eat- To wit, ſo 
as they find to fit them beſt for God's Service; Nei- 
ther ſtarvirs themſelves, or glunting themſelves. 
Various their Conftitutions are. and fo, therefore, 
their Meals are. The weaker of them, who can 
digeſt but little at a time, do eat the leſs at a time, 
and the more frequently. The ftronger eat more 
freely at a Meal. As your Memories and AﬀeTions 
are, ſo muſt rhe Portions of your Reading at one time 
be. It is but blind Zeal, of which any Men drive 
on in Duties, otherwiſe than as Facob drove on- in- 
Journey 3 Gen. 33. 14. According as the Children be 
able 10 endure. 

D. 16. Think what a Mercy tt is, to bave Bibles, 
without fear of beirg laid in Irons. Bibles: are -not 
every Country's Mercy. It is to a ſmall part of: 
Mankind, that God doth as yet vouchfafe them. 
Pagans hear not of them, and the Vaſlals of A4nti= 
chriif do rage again& them. Trent-Council faith, If- 
a Man-preſume to havie a Bible, he cannot be abſotved 
from his Sins. 1t forbids all Bookſellers to ſell a Bible, 
uwiler the Penglty thas the Biſhops Will a#d Plafure 
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Drredions for Reading 
Sul. be 40 fer. But, what end- hereof ? Rub not 
God,, then; of -his | Praiſe and Thanks-or this 
eftimable; Benefit. Ingratitade for it; provokes 
him to deny the uſe of it, When we look on our 
Bibles, let - us ever fay, as Pfalmr 147. 20. He bath 
na dealt ſo with every Nation. As for his Fudgments, 
they- kave ngr known them. Praiſe we the [0r4, 

.D. 17- Read the Holy Scriptrives with Doves Fyes. 
With holy Intentions, Hypocrites do 47/72 very low 5 
and the Reward they have is mean an4 momcntany. 
It we aim kigher, we ſhall gain more. God ulet! not 
to fruſtrate, or with a firait hand to requite ſuch 
Endeavours as are fincerely for his Glory, Neither 
do his Servants uſe to put forth: leſs than all their 
Strength, when in Holy Duties they have Holy 
Ends, Read for. God's Glory in your own and in 
the, Salvation of others ;z deiign this truly and ſole- 
ly in your Reacling z then you ſhall not read without 
Profiting. If-you aim at God's Glory above all 
things, ( in this, and Jn your cther Duties ) you 
bave Chriit's Word for it, that whatever you do ſhall 
projp?r. $0 it is that we underſtanil his words, Mar. 
6. 22, If thine Eye be ſingle, thy whole Boly ſhall be 
tull of Liget. 

D. 15. Remember when you are Readirp, who are 
IW/riting, Who are writing down, Low you read. 
Conſcience, God's Vicegerent in you, ftill writes ; and 
then as ſurely as at any time, when it ſpeaks leaſt, 
And the Books of this Scribe muſt be opened one day. 
Belides, we do alſo read of a Book of Remembrance 
that God has. And, it's certain, that as he doth ne- 
ver ſlumber, he doth always remember what we do. 
"Then it is that we are moſt lize to read as we ought, 
when we read with theſe Writings remembred. © And 
with tljs conhidercd that 15 told us, Rev. 20. 12. The 
Dead are julged our of thoſe things which are written in 
the Books. 

D. 19. Forpet rot, that Reading is Hearing. When 
YOu are reading God's Word, you are heating God 
peak. And thovgh nv 11 his orly way of freaking 
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to us, nor in his principal wav of ſpeaking to = 
in a wiſe and grain wig FAG. X a7 *, 
way which he very often blefſes to Converſion andto_ 
Conſolation. And a way, without which his Bleſſing, * 
is not to be expetted by us. in other ways. If it be” 
ſaid to evety Minifter, Give attendance to Reading ! 
1 Tim. 4. 13. (2. e. ftudy thoa .the Scriptures no 
doubt but every privare Chriſtians is required, as 
much as his Avocations unto; fecula” Butinels. lgo-gter 
low, to.do the-ſame, Of the King, on the-Throfie 
It 15 required, Deut. 17. 19, Thi: nc 7244 iÞ-the Book 
of the Lord all the days of his !ifc, that he may earn 
to fear the Lord his God: And, that the ſame is res * 
quired of Subjects as well as Kings, is plain from 
Chrift's frequent -Queſtion put unto ſuch ; Mar. 12, 
3» 5+ #ave ye rot read? Fave ye 0 read in the- Book 
of the Iaw? Luke 6.2. Have ye not read ſo auch as 
this? Mat. 21- 16, Have ye never read ( Mark 12: 
10. Have ye Tot read this Scripture ? 

D. 20. Where Reading erds, ſee that: Pratiſing bes 
gtns. As (von as the Bible is laid cut of -your hand, 
if alone, then think; if in Company,” ſpeak ; if called 
to any Buſnels, ad; according to what you hare 
been reating, . Let God abave, Conſcience within, 
and Men a!l round . you, ſce, that *tis your govern- 
ing Rule, The more you prattiſe what you reac, 
th- more you will read etfectually unto Practice, an 
unto Comfort. Who is there but teels waat the 04 
Philoſopher fays ? *AyardFavousr, &c. Whatever w2 
learn 19 do, by d1i;a we learn, And, who doth at 
all obſerve, and not plainly ſee, what the Royal 
Plalmift faithz Zſalm 111. 10. A g92d Vinderſtandirg 
bave all they that do bis Commandments. 


— 


Theſe Books Written by the ” Reverend Author 
4r. Daniel Purgels ; and to be Soid by 
"Tho. Parkhurſt, &'c. are as follons. 


He Golden Snuffers, a Sermon ; Preacked be- 
fore the Society for Refor mation-of Manners; 
Charatters of a Godly Man. 8u9. 
Rules and Motives to Prayer, 8v0. 
Prayers for Poor Families, '$v0, 
Forgotten Truths, or Chriſfians Duty to Paſtors, 
and one another, 80. 
A Seaſonable Queſtion on the Sacrament, 125. 
Three Queſtions about God, 125.” 
Advice te Parents an Children, 125. 
ap Directions for Coiverſiong 125, 
Forty Aphoriſms about Riches, 30. 
Poyſons and {Antidotes, or the Sins to which Po- 
7 verty Tempts, $90. 
Chriſtian Commemoration of Saints departed, a 
Funeral Sermon on Mr. 471, Huſt Miniſter, 125. 
The Chriſtian Tempcr, a Funcral Se:mon on Mrs: 
Ur/ulz Collins, 125. 
A Funeral Diſccurſe, on Mr. Nea ebb, 125. 
A Blow at Prophaneneſs, 125, 
Mans Whole Duty, 125. 
Mr, Sam, Clark of Juſtification. 
A Looking Glaſs for the Unmarried z by Edward 
Bury. 
The Righteouſneſs of God revealed in the Geſvel. 
By Mr. Fobn Zumfrey, 4to. 
{ The Friendly Interpoſer, between xthe Authors of 
f noſe, Papers, the one called A Report ; the other A 
Xybuke vf that Report, by Mr, Fobn Humfry, 4to, 


